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Eﬁﬂ‘@ duction

7 his book is an introduction to apologetics—the field of

Christian thought that focuses on the justification of the
core themes of the Christian faith and its effective com-
munication to the non-Christian world. It commends a mindset
of engagement, encouraging Christians to interact with the ideas
of our culture rather than running away from them or pretend-
ing they can be ignored. Apologetics aims to convert believers
into thinkers, and thinkers into believers. It engages our reason,
our imagination, and our deepest longings. It opens hearts, eyes,
and minds. As the great apologist G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936)
once quipped, “The object of opening the mind, as of opening
the mouth, is to shut it again on something solid.” Apologetics
celebrates and proclaims the intellectual solidity, the imaginative
richness, and the spiritual depth of the gospel in ways that can
connect with our culture.

Apologetics is to be seen not as a defensive and hostile reac-
tion against the world, but as a welcome opportunity to exhibit,
celebrate, and display the treasure chest of the Christian faith.
It encourages believers to appreciate their faith, and to explain
and commend it to those outside the church. It aims to set out
the intellectual, moral, imaginative, and relational richness of the
Christian faith—partly to reassure believers and help them develop
their faith, but primarily to enable those outside the community
of faith to realize the compelling vision that lies at the heart of
the Christian gospel.
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Introduction

This book sets out to introduce its readers to the leadin th
of apologetics, presenting a basic understanding of its a ergida: me;
approaches. I have tried to make this book accessible i%qtere t’an
agd useful, while giving pointers to more advanced re’sour S 1}11] .
WI'H allow you, the reader, to take things further in your owcrf St't .
It is not comprehensive, so you will need to supplement it m_“i
more advanced and specialized texts, Nor is it committed ¢ b
partlculgr school of apologetics. Rather than limiting itself tz erlly
one specific ‘school or approach to apologetics, this work draw .
their collective riches. It aims to encourage and equip its read o
develop an apologetic mindset, and explore further how to exerls in
and commgnd the gospel to our culture. In many ways, the b(l):) ?1,11
approach mirrors that of C. S. Lewis ( 1898-1963) perha’ sth eat.
estapologist of the twentieth century. It aims to h’elp yof et zgtjzat—
of What the issues are and how Christians can respond to ;ghe nlljle :
any introduction, it will leave you wanting to know mor m‘dI<e
further. It cannot hope to answer all of your questions! S
AH the material used in this book has been tested. on stud

audl.en.ces and in public addresses over a period of six yea oy
marily ina foundational lecture course I teach at the Oxfgrd lé, ier
for ChrlsFian Apologetics entitled “An Introduction to Chr’en'ter
Apologetics.” This has been supplemented by material deveisnag
for summer schools in Oxford and at Regent College, Van e
dealing with the central themes of apologetics and hovs:' the C: uvglr’
the church to engage positively and powerfully with the Zeslzii) N
our cultur? is asking. I am deeply grateful to my studentsq for th e
feedback, %deas, and stimulus, which have been $O important t ne
in developx.ng the approach set out in this book. I hope it will(;lnlle
others to discover why apologetics is so interesting on the one h edp
and so vital to the future of the Christian faith on the othere e

. Alister McGrath
King’s College, London
December 2010

Getting Started

WHAT |s APOLOGETICS?

he Great Commission gives every Christian the privilege
and responsibility of preaching the Good News until the
end of history: “Go and make disciples of all nations”
(Matt. 28:18-20 NIV). Every Christian alive today is linked, through
a complex chain of historical events, with this pivotal moment.
Each of us has a family tree of faith reaching back into the mists
of time. Down the ages, like runners in a great relay race of his-
tory, others have passed this Good News from one generation to
another. And now the baton has been handed to us. It’s our turn.
We have been entrusted with passing on the Good News to those
around and beyond us. ’
It is an exciting thought. For a start, it helps us to see how we
fit into a bigger picture. Yet for many it is also a rather challenging
thought. It seems too big a demand. Are we really up for this? How
can we cope with such a weighty responsibility? It is important to

“realize that Christians have always felt overwhelmed by the chal-

lenges of passing on our faith. We feel that we lack the wisdom,
insight, and strength to do this—and we are right to feel so. But
we must appreciate that God knows us, exactly as we are (Ps. 139).
He knows our deepest secrets, our strengths, and our weaknesses.
And God is able to work in us and through us to speak to the world

for which Christ died.

13
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One i
o Gagfa!j{e great éhemes of the Christian Bible is that when
$ us to do something for hi i : —
: | m, he gives us the gi
ever C _ , he gives us the gifts we
peed st;io lt‘; Kéww%ig us for what we are, he equips us fc%r what
us to do. The Great Commission i
1ssion includes both
mand and a promise. The rj i s discinon
. . I'he risen Christ’s com d is disci
mand T mand to his disciples
b Negl]c)l i};e.allengm.g. “Go and make disciples of all natiof;s”
ar;d oM - His p“romzse to those disciples is equally reassurin
and e”o(urzg(;)mg: Sure}y I'am with you always, to the very end o%
th O;gr 4 II:IIV). Itisa c?eepiy comforting thought. We are not
on o own}.l Tde risen Christ stands by us and with us, as we do
r best to hand on and hand :
. over the Good Ne i
is and what he has done for us. e of who Chrise
Yet k i i
ot 2??1%% gha; Wwe are accompanied and strengthened in our
aith by the risen Christ does
not solve the ma i
we must face and explore  the gosoel
as we commend and lai
pem plor : proclaim the gospel.
Chris:?ar; anyoneI ;d; Justice to the excitement, joy, and Wonderg ofI:::he
gospei? Time and time agaj
N ge n, we find ourselw,
o ‘ es unable t
Oﬁ)reis ;ts richness adequately in words. The reality of God and thz
gff pe always ;xceeds our ability to express it. How can we respond
ettectively to the questions o i i b
ectiy ur culture is asking ab
objections it raises to fai Siid gy the
aith? How can we find vivi i
Sjectio; ai we find vivid, faithful, and
t grcon ways of explaining and expressing the gospel, aHOW;H it
cor nect w1}§h' the hopes and fears of those around us? )
peoplzv cang r;stxa}l;is explain their faith in terms that make sense to
outside the church? How ca i
. : n we counter misund '
P ; ca erstandin
¢ rtmirepresgntaaons of the Christian faith? How can we commungs
ate the truth, attractiveness, and ; i .
nd joy of the Christi
cuve the ness, stian gospel to our
Sincuii. These ?reh questions that have been addressed by é)hristians
¢ the time of the New Testam it
the ent. Traditionally, this i
e ti . siskno
the discipline of apologetics—the subject of this b,ook e

Defining Apologetics

?3(})1 szlr?t is i:1lpollcl>getics? Augustine of Hippo (354-430), one of th
ristian church’s greatest theologians. is wi ir -
leal e church’ glans, is widely admired as a bib-
» a preacher, and an expositor of th
I pre: € grace of
One of his most significant contributions to the de%elop;eriojf'
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Christian theology is his reflections on the doctrine of the Trinity. As
readers will know, this doctrine often causes difficulties for people.
Augustine, however, had his own problem with the formula “three
persons, one God.” Why, he complained, did Christians use the
word “person” here? It just wasn’t helpful. Surely there had to be
a better word to use. In the end, Augustine came to the conclusion
that there probably wasn’t, and the church would just have to keep
on using the word “person” in this way.

I often feel like that when using the term “apologetics.” It doesn’t
seem to be a very helpful word. For most people it suggests the idea
of “saying you’re sorry.” Now [ am sure there is much that the Chris-
tian church needs to say it’s sorry about. But that’s not really what
apologetics is all about. Asif that’s not enough, the word “apologet-
ics” sounds as if it’s plural—but it’s really singular (like “scissors”).
Yet while Christian writers have sought alternative terms down the
ages, none really seems to have caught on. We’re just going to have
to keep on using “apologetics.” But if we can’t change the word, we
can make sure we understand its richness of meaning.

The term “apologetics” makes a lot more sense when we consider
the meaning of the Greek word on which it is based—apologia. An
apologia is a “defense,” a reasoned case proving the innocence of
an accused person in court, or a demonstration of the correctness
of an argument or belief. We find this term used in 1 Peter 3:15,
which many see as a classic biblical statement of the importance

of apologetics:

In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer [apologia] to everyone who asks you to give the reason
[logos] for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and

respect. (NIV)

It is an important text, worth reading in its full context. The
first letter of Peter is addressed to Christians in the region of
the Roman Empire known as Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).
Peter offers them reassurance and comfort as they face the threat
of persecution. He encourages them to engage their critics and
questioners by explaining the basis and content of their faith with

gentleness and respect.
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Peter clearly assumes that Christian ideas are being misunder-
stood or misrepresented, and urges his readers to set the record
straight—but to do so graciously and considerately. For Peter,
apologetics is about defending the truth with gentleness and re-
spect. The object of apologetics is not to antagonize or humiliate
those outside the church, but to help open their eyes to the reality,
reliability, and relevance of the Christian faith. There must be no
mismatch or contradiction between the message that is proclaimed
and the tone of the messenger’s proclamation. We must be win-

- some, generous, and gracious. If the gospel is to cause difficulty,
it must be on account of its intrinsic nature and content, not the
manner in which it is proclaimed.! It is one thing for the gospel to
give offense; it is quite another for its defenders to cause offense
by unwise choice of language or an aggressive and dismissive at-
titude toward outsiders.

Christians have taken this advice seriously from the earliest days
of the church. The New Testament itself contains several impor-
tant passages—mostly in the Acts of the Apostles—that explain,
commend, and defend the Christian faith to a variety of audi-
ences. For example, Peter’s famous sermon on the day of Pentecost
argues that Jesus of Nazareth is the culmination of the hopes of
Israel (Acts 2). Paul’s equally famous sermon to the philosophers
of Athens argues that Jesus of Nazareth is the culmination of the
long human quest for wisdom (Acts 17).

This engagement continued throughout the history of the church.
Early Christian writers were especially concerned to engage Pla-
tonism. How could they communicate the truth and power of the
gospel to an audience used to thinking in Platonic ways? This ap-
proach involved the identification of both possibilities and chal-
lenges, leading to the exploitation of those possibilities and the
neutralization of those challenges. Yet Platonism generally fell out
of fashion in the early Middle Ages. Aristotle became the philos-
opher of choice in most western universities from the thirteenth
century until the early sixteenth century. Once more, Christian

apologists rose to this challenge. They identified the challenges
raised by Aristotelianism—such as its belief in the eternity of the
world. And they also identified the openings it created for faith.
That task continues today, as we face new intellectual and cultural

Getting Started
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challenges and opportunities. It is easy to feel overwhgllmed by Ei:
challenges arising from cultural changes—and so fail to see

opportunities they offer.

The Basic Themes of Christian Apologetics

Before exploring these possibilities, we’need to thlpk a 1;ttleeD rgc;i
about the nature of apologetics. What issues does it er;)g \%e.cmﬂd
does it help us proclaim and communicate the gospel? e could
summarize the three tasks faced by. apologists of Fhe pas{t1 an S} s

under three main headings: defending, commending, and tran g.

Defending i
Here, the apologist sets out to find the barriers to faxt};. I;{ave ; Z
’ . . 0
arisen through misunderstandings or misrepresentations? I 80, td _c;ﬁ
need to be corrected. Have they arisen because (zif a gemjilcrixe Sled
i ressed.
isti laims? If so, these need to be a
culty over Christian truth ¢ . . ‘
It isyimportant to note that defense is genemllyl a rzactlve strat;gt)(;
i on
i ncern; we are obliged to resp :
Someone comes up with a co ; ¢ fespont 1o
i i llent responses that can be made,
it. Happily, there are exce N
apologist needs to know and understand these. Where honefst1 lque )
e
tions are sincerely asked, honest answers must be powerfully y
raciously given. . .
) Yet everyone has different questions, concerns, and \?Vr;lxmmes.the
i t are t
i ds to know her audience. Wha
a result, the apologist nee . au / the
difﬁcult’ies people experience with the Christian gospeli Onf? of; i
first things that the apologist learns when he dOeCs1 apologetics »
) o ry enor-
j ks about it—is that audiences vary e
opposed to just reading boo . . : )
rri?usly Each person has his or her own specific difficulties abou
faith and must not be reduced to a generalized stereotype. -
These difficulties are often intellectual, concerning questions a out
the evidential basis for faith or some core Chrliic.l?ﬁn df)gtrl;leﬁ.imo
i ties ta
it is i that not all of these difficu
it is important to realize | into
this category. Some are much deeper concerns, and are ngi som o
about problems with rational understanding as gbout plro1 (;?233 w62)
existential commitment. French apologist Blaise Pascal (
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once perceptively commented: “The heart has its reasons, which
reason knows nothing about.” Apologetics aims to identifﬂ th
barriers to taith, whatever their nature, and offer re s tht
help to overcome them. ’ Pponses that
.Apologetics thus encourages Christians to develop a “discipl
ship of the mind.” Before we can answer the questions othersp i;
us a.bout our faith, we need to have answered them for our las
Christ calls on his followers to love God with all their he tse Y?;-
all their soul, and with all their mind (Matt. 22:37). Paul alsaors’ Wllz
about the renewal of our minds (Rom. 12:2) as pa.rt of the rieca :
of transfqrming our lives. To be a Christian is to think abgut o
falth, begmping to forge answers to our own questions, Apolo e(t)iur
is ‘abo.ut going further and deeper into the Christian faitlil digsc C§
ering its riches. It’s good for our own appreciation of the ,’richnov
and reasonableness of our faith. But, perhaps just as important] it
enab'les us to deal with the questions that others have porandn e
It is also important to appreciate that it is not just p.eople outside
the church who are asking questions about faith, Many Christi
glso experience difficulties with their faith and find themselves Iogif
ing for explapations or approaches that will help them sustain it
While the primary focus of apologetics may indeed be culture aé
large, we must never forget that many Christians need help with
their fa1th.‘Why does God allow suffering? How can I makf s‘grll
of the Trinity? Will my pets go to heaven when they die? Thes e
all apologetic questions familiar to any pastor. And the 'need te age
answered. Happily, there are indeed answers that are de};: 1 , 5
in th§ lpng Christian tradition of engaging Scripture P oot
It is important for Christians to show that they unc.lerstand the
concerns, and don’t see them simply as arguments to be light] Sg
easﬂy dismissed. We need to deal with them sensitively agnd }; "
passionately, entering into the mind of the person who finds the(r)nm-
problem. Why is it a problem? What have you seen that the haven’ti
How can you help them see things in a new way that either nijautral' .
the problem or makes it clear this is 2 problem they’re alread IZCE
used' to in other areas of life? It is important not to be dismissiv}(; Vﬁit
K 3

Getting Started
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Commending

Here, the apologist sets out to allow the truth and relevance of
the gospel to be appreciated by the audience. The audience may be a
single person or a large group of people. In each case, the apologist
will try to allow the full wonder and brilliance of the Christian faith
to be understood and appreciated. The gospel does not need to be
made relevant to these audiences. The question is how we help the
audience grasp this relevance—for example, by using helpful illustra-
tions, analogies, or stories that allow them to connect with it.

Apologetics thus has a strongly positive dimension—setting out the
full attractiveness of Jesus Christ so that those outside the faith can
begin to grasp why he merits such serious consideration. Christ himself
once compared the kingdom of heaven to a pearl of great price: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine peatls. When he
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and
bought it” (Matt. 13:45-46 NIV). The merchant knew about pearls,
and he could see that this particular pearl was so beautiful and valu-

able it was worth giving up everything so he could possess it.

As we shall see, one classic way of doing this is to show that
Christianity is rationally compelling. It makes better sense of things
than its rivals. Yet it is vitally important not to limit the appeal of
the gospel to human reason. What of the human heart? Time after
time, the Gospels tell us people were drawn to Jesus of Nazareth
because they realized he could transform their lives. While argu-
ments are important in apologetics, they have their limits. Many are
attracted to the Christian faith today because of their belief that it
will change their lives. Their criterion of validation is not so much
“Is this true?” but “Will this work?”

Our task is to help people realize that the Christian faith is so ex-
citing and wonderful that nothing else can compare to it. This means
helping people grasp the attractiveness of the faith. Theology allows
us to identify and appreciate the individual elements of the Chris-
tian faith. It is like someone opening a treasure chest and holding up
jewels, pearls, and precious metals, one by one, so that each may be
seen individually and appreciated. It is like holding a diamond up

to the light, so that each of its facets scintillates, allowing its beauty

and glory to be appreciated.
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Translating

Here, the apologist recognizes that many of the core ideas and
themes of the Christian faith are likely to be unfamiliar to many audi-
ences. They need to be explained using familiar or accessible images
terms, or stories. C. S. Lewis is rightly regarded as a master of this’
skill, and his estimation of jts importance must be taken to heart:

We must learn the language of our audience. And let me say at the
outset that it is no use laying down 4 priori what the “plain man”
does or does not understand. You have to find out by experience

You must translate every bit of your theology into the .

your own meaning.?

T}}e issue here is about how we faithfully and effectively com-

ure that may not understand

culture, using language and Images it can access. It is no accident
that Christ used parables to teach about the kingdom of God. He
used language and imagery already familiar to the rural Palesti:&ian
culture of his age to communicate deeper spiritual truths,

So how can we translate core ideas of the Christian faith—such
as redemption and salvation—into the cultural vernacular? Biblical

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1 NIV).
Thl; is cllearly astatement of a core element of the Christian gospel.
But it will not be understood by contemporary audiences, who will

o \ . L
probably misunderstand Paul’s central notion of “justification” in
one of two ways:

1. ;&r ;Iveizen;e Qf o%r m@grity or “rightness,” in the sense of “I
ed a justi ions -
: ¢ j cation of mly actions to my employers.” It’s
about showing that we are right.

Getting Started 21

2. The alignment of the text against the right-hand margin of
a document, particularly when word processing. It’s about
straightening up a ragged text.

Neither of these really illuminates Paul’s meaning in Romans $:1;
indeed, it could be argued that both definitions are likely to mislead
people about his intentions and concerns. Paul’s idea of justifica-
tion thus needs to be explained in terms that are both faithful to his
original intention and intelligible to contemporary audiences. One
might, for example, begin to explain this by talking about being “put
right” with God, allowing both the relational and judicial aspects
of the concept of justification to be explored.

From what has been said thus far, it is clear that apologetics is
concerned with three themes, each of which brings new depth to our
personal faith and a new quality to our Christian witness:

1. Identifying and responding to objections or difficulties concern-
ing the gospel, and helping to overcome these barriers to faith.

2. Communicating the excitement and wonder of the Christian
faith, so that its potential to transform the human situation
can be appreciated.

3. Translating the core ideas of the Christian faith into language
that makes sense to outsiders.

We shall be considering each of these issues in greater depth later in the
book. We now need to consider how apologetics relates to evangelism.’

Apologetics and Evangelism

From what has just been said, it can be seen that Christian apologet-
ics represents a serious and sustained engagement with the “ultimate
questions” raised by a culture, people group, or individual, aiming to
show how the Christian faith is able to provide meaningful answers to
such questions. Where is God in the suffering of the world? Is faith in
God reasonable? Apologetics clears the ground for evangelism, just as
John the Baptist prepared the way for the coming of Jesus of Nazareth.
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Evangelism moves beyond this attempt to demonstrate the cul-
tural plfausibih'ty of the Christian faith. Where apologetics can
be .con31d¢red to clear the ground for faith in Christ evangelism
invites people to respond to the gospel. Where apol:)geticsg aims
to secure consent, evangelism aims to secure commitment. David

Bosch’s influential and widel L
y accepted definit .
makes this point well: P nition of evangelism

Evangelism is the proclamation of salvation in Christ to those who
do not believe in him, calling them to repentance and conversion
announcing forgiveness of sins, and inviting them to become livin ,
members of Christ’s earthly community and to begin a life of servi .
to others in the power of the Holy Spirit. e

Devek;pmg this same approach, we might say that apologetics aims
to estab;lsh the plausibility of salvation in Christ—for example, b
developing an intellectual case based on cultural history for tlll)e Eall)i
enness or sinfulness of humanity, or by appealing to the experience
of spxrltual longing as a sign of alienation from God and gur true
destiny. The task of apologetics is therefore to prepare the way for
the coming of Christ, just as someone might clear rocks and yth
roadblocks from a pathway, e
The dividing line between apologetics and evangelism is fuzzy:
makmg a distinction between them, however, is helpful. Apolo etiZs,
1s conversational, where evangelism is invitational.* While an ag olo-
getic conversation about the Christian faith can easily lead info an
invitation to faith, it is much more concerned with removing misun-
derstgndings, explaining ideas, and exploring the personal relevance
of faith. Apologetics is about persuading people that there is a door
to anotber world—a door that perhaps they never realized existed
Evangelism is about helping people to open that door and enter j ‘
the new world that lies beyond. e
A rough working definition of evangelism might be “inviting some-
one to become a Christian.” Apologetics could then be thou it of as
cleanp.g the ground for that invitation so that it i more likely t%) receive
a positive response. Or again, evangelism could be said to be like of-
fering someone bread. Apologetics would then be about ersuadi
people there is bread to be had and it is good to eat, ’ e

MERE APOLOGETICS
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An example may help make this point clearer. Jesus of Nazareth often
compared the kingdom of God to a feast (Luke 14:15-24). Apologetics
can be thought of as explaining to people that there really is going to
be a feast. It invites them to reflect on what they might find there—the
food and the drink. How wonderful it would be to be invited! If only
this were true! As Blaise Pascal once quipped, we must “make good
people wish that [the Christian faith] were true, and then show that
it is.”* Pascal’s point is that we ought to help people long for what the
Christian faith promises—and then show them it is indeed true and
real. The desire for something provides the motivation to check it out.

Evangelism is different. It issues a personal invitation: “You are
invited. to the feast! Please come!” Apologetics lays the ground for
this invitation; evangelism extends it. Both are an essential part of
the mission of the church. Apologetics establishes and proclaims the
plausibility and desirability of the gospel; evangelism summons people
to enter into it and share in its benefits. Apologetics is not evangelism,
and is inadequate without it. Yet it has an important and distinct role
to play in the Christian community’s engagement with the world, as
well as in encouraging and developing the faith of Christian believers.

However, there are potential difficulties with apologetics that need
to be identified. Every tool needs to be calibrated to make sure that
we understand its strengths and weaknesses. We need to know the
conditions under which it works well, and when it is likely to go
wrong. We shall consider this matter in the next section.

The Limitations of Apologetics

When properly understood and properly used, apologetics is of vital
importance to the ministry of the church. It can bring a new quality
and intellectual depth to the life of ordinary believers, equipping them
to answer their own questions about their faith and those asked by
their friends. And it helps us build bridges to our culture, preparing
the way for the gospel proclamation. Yet apologetics can easily be
misunderstood and just as easily misapplied.

One of the things apologetics aims to do is translate key ideas of the
Christian faith into categories the world can understand. For example,
some biblical terms—such as justification—need to be interpreted to
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seqﬂar culture, as they are liable to be misunderstood. Yet although
this process of “cultural translation” of key gospel idea.s canabe eolilc%r
gﬁﬁsly 1lrlnpl<))rtan§ in helping people understand what the Christian
118 all about, it can lead to two unhelpful outcomes
idel;;rsg‘, .transljtior(li intohcultural terms can easily lead t-o Christian
€ing reduced to their cultural equi it i
helpful to think of Jesus Christ as the me(cltl‘;;‘t]ilreget:\}vz; lf);?nmi?: o 15
God, apd there is excellent New Testament warrant for s eaakl'y anf
Christ in th.ls.way. It helps identify what is so important abpout é?nhgri(;t

gesol;;ﬂon who is asked to sort out a dispute between two parties

peaking of Jesus Christ as mediator risks reducing his role to what.

contemporary culture understands by the idea—for example, Jesus
3

cultural norms. Rather, it is something whose truth and relevance

be more effectively communicated through the judicious chojce d e

of cultural analogies, values, or stories. But it is not the same 2 3ﬂ usi?

these. We can use phrases such as “It’s 2 bit like...” But in tshingnz
3

showing the reasonableness of faith is all that is required. This i

of the reasons to emphasize the importance of evangelisrii To e an
gnalogy found in the writings of Martin Luther, faith is l.ike ustﬁ'an
into a boat and crossing the sea to an island. ApO’logetics can hgel e
tablish that it is reasonable to believe there is a boat, that iti l'ke ]l? o
be safe to t.ravel in, and that there is an island just be’)fond thesh1 AN
But you still peed to get in the boat and travel to the island. I(*‘);:}? Ills
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Getting Started

Moving On

In this opening chapter, we have reflected on some basic themes of
Christian apologetics. How are we to relate the Christian faith to
contemporary culture? As we shall see at various points throughout
this work, one of the best ways of doing this is to make sure we have
really understood the Christian faith, and appreciated its intellectual,
relational, aesthetic, imaginative, and ethical appeal. There is much

to appreciate!
Yet we also need to reflect on the cultural context within which we

proclaim, explain, and commend the gospel. People do not exist in
cultural vacuums. They live in a specific situation, and often absorb at
least some of its ideas and values. In the next chapter, we shall begin
to reflect on the role played by culture in apologetics.
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